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BOOK REVIEWS
A TAXONOMIC BOOK FOR ALL BOTANISTS
The teacher of botany who is not a trained taxonomist, yet who peri
odically has to conduct a class in local flora along with his many other
duties, and that includes most of us, is almost sure to welcome Johnson's
"Taxonomy of the Flowering Plants" which has recently appeared.'
This large and difficult task has for many years been awaiting one with
sufficient courage. If there are certain "deplorable" mistakes and over
sights, as certain earlier reviewers have avidly pointed out at some
length, we who work in the colleges and smaller departments, rather
than the larger herbaria, must nevertheless accept the book for its im
mense practical value to the ordinary botanist and beginning taxonomist.
Fresh in style and method, adequate in technical descriptions and
profuse in illustrations (there must be more than three thousand sepa
rate and original drawing~ in the 4~8 figures), Dr. Johnson's book is of
constant reference value. Although neither a flora Ilor manual in the
ordinary sense, good keys to the families of the various orders are in
cluded with the subfamilies distinguished by descriptions. Numerous
genera and species of special interest or importance are described, fre
quently with notes of geographic or ecologic interest, and everywhere, I
must reiterate, are the excellent critical drawings,
Part I devotes 145 pages to the following chapters: The Science
of Taxonomy, Nomenclature, etc., The Flower, Calyx and Corolla,
Andrrecium and Gynrecium, The Receptacle, The Fruit, The Inflor
escence, and Vegetative Characters. This material is presented with a
view to its utilization in the identification of plants; it does not profess
to be morphology for its own sake and consequently avoids many con
troversial matters.
Part II devotes 550 pages to Systematics, including the following
chapters: The Approach to Classification, Practical Suggestions, The
Angiosperms, Dicotyledones, The Dialypetalre, Metachlamydere (Sym
petalre), Tetracyclicre, The Epigynous Tetracyclic~, and Monocotyle
dones. Following is a glossary of about 1300 terms and a bibliography
of about 1000 titles arranged alphabetically hy authors within the fol
lowing classifications: Manuals, Floras and Special Treatises, Manuals
Taxonomy of the Flowering Planls. pp. ni, 864, 478 figures. The
C.nl.ury Company: New York. 1931. $7.50.
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and Handbooks of Trees and Shrubs, Grasses and Cereals, References of
a Popular Nature, General Morphology, Phylogeny, Evolution and
Taxonomy, Teratological Phenomena, Ecology, Phytogeography and
Natural History, Forestry and Forests, Geological and Paleontological
References. Also there is an adequate topical index and an index to the
illustrations.
In the main, phylogeny, per se, is largely ignored. Some liberties may
have been taken with certain systems (Dr. Johnson follows Engler and
Gilg -in the last edition of the Syllabus). Certain inconsistencies could
be pointed out, but the reviewer, for one, is sure of the author's wiseness
in minimizing the consideration of phylogenetic problems. The book is
not intended to be a critical manual of phylogeny, to judge the merits
of various systems proposed in the past nor to offer a new phylogenetic
system. Altogether it is a most excellent and unique book which has
long needed to be written, and by Dr. Johnson. A revision after a few
ye;lrs, which will correct the relatively fe~ mistakes in keys, citations
ilnd text, should result in this book remaining "standard" far beyond
the author's, own time.-S. A. C.

OUR MOST BEAUTIFUL SHRUBS
Mr. Hume, who has written several books on gardening, especially
for the Lower South, is himself an experienced gardener and not the
ordinary journalistic spellbinder. One has confidence in his suggestions
about growing "Azaleas and Camellias," the title of his latest 'book:
This little book is interesting reading, whether one lives where these
plants can be grown out-ai-doors or not, and Mr. Hume's enthusiasm
for these profusely blooming and exquisite shrubs is contagious. For
readers of a more technical botanical leaning, the chapter of Azalea
Species and Varieties is valuable in gathering together information on
th~ origin and relationships of the variGus native and imported Azalea
groups: the Indian Azaleas, the Kurume Azaleas, Native American
Azaleas, the Ghent Hybrids, etc. All those in private use and the trade
are cataloged and briefly described. One thing, very much to be. desired,
is missing-a workable key to the plants dealt with. Other chapters
consider their adaptability, propagation, site, soils, planting, lise in the
"~ll"tE,
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garden, cultivation and care, feeding, potting and pathology. Camellias
are equally dealt with, despite the limited space of the book.
Remarks about the affinities of our Southeastern flora with Japan and
China, the widely disjunct nature of the distribution of related species,
the Oriental and American centers of origin and extent o[ range, etc.,
give added interest to the plants one grows. You cannot go wrong for
a dollar and a half.-S. A. C.
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